
TEXT
Concepts: Leading (space between lines), Kerning (space between letters),  Points (72 per inch), Ascenders 
(letter parts above body), Descenders (letter parts below body), Font (letter style across alphameric characters) 
Serif (letter extensions that help group letters into words - like times roman), Sans-Serif (fonts without serifs 
like helvetica, Ligatures (inter letter/word connectors), Uppercase (CAPITALS), lowercase (not capitals), Title 
Case (History Of The World, Part One), Bold, Italic, Noise (negative space between words/lines that breaks 
reading flow), Text Blocks (major design element), Columns (see below) Left justification (alignment to left), 
Center Justification (align on text block centers), Metric Tracking (kerning based on letter width), Optical Kern-
ing (based on letter forms & width), Ransom Note Design (maximizes the variety of all the preceeding)(what 
beginners typically do)(hard to read)(ugh!)

|--- force justified, optical kerning --=-|

Duis dolore corem 
digna augiam vol-
oreros er senit 

laortinim vel ea adit, quam 
ad tetum iuscil iuscidunt 
vercinit, consequat nonsequi 
tat ullam,  quisisl eu feumsan 
dignim num vel   dolorem 
ilis  ling el dolum alit ulput-
pat prat.   Vel ut ad eugait 
iusci bla feui bla faccum  
molore coreet, velisci duis-
molummy nonsequat.    
 
Ugue veliqui eum aci bla 
alit eugait, cortie vel et lor 
aliquis cidunt vulputat lobore 
vel ing exeraesed deliqui 
sciniamet at, cortio dolor 
acil utatet nosto od tincill 
utpatum molese tat. Duisl eu 
feuipis ad tin utat alis dolor 
sumsan et, conulla mcon-
secte minisci llamcommy 
nulput at. Duisit vel duisseq-
uis acincin utem aliquate tat. 

|------- 
12 

point 
kerning 

-------|
|---------- 14.4 point kerning ----------|

Drop Cap

Duis dolore corem digna 
augiam voloreros er senit 

laortinim vel ea adit, quam 
ad tetum iuscil iuscidunt 

vercinit, consequat nonsequi 
tat ullam,  quisisl eu feumsan 

dignim num vel   dolorem 
ilis  ling el dolum alit ulput-

pat prat.   Vel ut ad eugait 
iusci bla feui bla faccum  

molore coreet, velisci duis-
molummy nonsequat.   

 
Duis dolore corem digna au-
giam voloreros er senit laor-
tinim vel ea adit, quam ad te-
tum iuscil iuscidunt vercinit, 
consequat nonsequi tat ullam,  
quisisl eu feumsan dignim 
num vel   dolorem ilis  ling el 
dolum alit ulputpat prat.   Vel 
ut ad eugait iusci bla feui bla 
faccum  molore coreet, velisci 

|---- right justified m
etric tracking ------|

times new roman (below) is good 
for body copy

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Typography, is a good starting point to see in-depth explanations.

For ages, the New Yorker magazine has been my “gold standard” for print page layout, but on-line, not 
so much.

Ask me what I think of clip art...

Underscores used to mean 
italicize  when manuscripts were 
first typewritten and then type-
set. Now they indicate web links 
in interactive media.

Strike-throughs frequently indi-
cate suggested deletions.

Because-I-Could Design (see 
ransom note.)

Glyphs: Font variants - e.g. zap-
fino glyphs - InDesign - below.

then & now

I design pages as I do paintings.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Typography
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/cinema/2008/03/10/080310crci_cinema_denby
http://www.makingpages.org/pagemaker/clipart.html

